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disappear, and how wonderfully the more innocuous
ones, even the large rock-snakes, manage to conceal
themselves from the human eye in short grass, where
it might be thought that even a small snake could
easily be detected. I have been instructed by Indian
snake-charmers, who are rather averse to parting with
their peculiar knowledge, and have tried my hand suc-
cessfully on a small wild cobra, between three and four
feet in length, so I speak with knowledge and experi-
ence on this subject. This Kashmir snake was only
about two and a half or three feet long, and had the
appearance of a viper j but I do not know what it was.
The ganaS) or aphia, is a species of viper which is said
to be very dangerous, and is most dreaded by the
people of the country. The latter name has suggested,
and very properly suggests, the 8fas of the Greeks.
Serpents are scarce in Kashmir, and do not at all in-
terfere with the great pleasure of camping out in that
country. There is more annoyance from leopards,
especially for people who have small dogs with them ;
for the leopard has quite a mania for that sort of diet,
and will not hesitate to penetrate into your tent at night
ifl quest of his game.

Achibal and Vernag are two delightful places, such
as no other country in the world can present; but their
general characteristics are so similar that I shall not at-
tempt to describe them separately. They resemble the
Shalimar and Nishat Gardens, to which I have already
alluded, but are more secluded, mgre beautiful, and more
poetic. Bat means a place, and Ash is the satyr of
Kashmir traditions. ' Ver, according to Elmslie, is the
name of the district in which the summer palace is sit*-
uated ; but it is properly vir, which may be either the
Kashmir word for the weeping willow (which would suit
it^well enough), or^an old Aryan form for the Latin vir*
On the latter supposition it would be the haunt of the